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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/27/09 has been entered. 

2. This office action is in response to correspondence filed 04/27/09 regarding 
application 10/540920. Claims 1, 5, 13, 22, and 26 were amended and claims 1-32 are 
pending in the application and have been considered. 



Response to Arguments 

3. The arguments on page 1 2 of the Remarks regarding dependent claims 9 and 1 1 
have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 

4. The allegation on page 1 2 of the Remarks that the multi-language feature of 
Rankin does not depend on translation but is based upon pre-recorded public 
announcements concurrently in several languages, and so the system would be 
incompatible with, or at least would not need, the translation capability of Kumano has 
no support in Rankin. The sections of Rankin that teach providing language choices are 
[0029] and [0067]; there is no evidence in Rankin in these paragraphs or anywhere 
else, as was noted in the advisory action mailed 03/13/09, to support that Rankin is 
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"based upon pre-recorded public announcements concurrently in several languages" as 
alleged in the Remarks. Further, even if Rankin did operate using pre-recorded public 
announcements concurrently in several languages, it is unclear why this by itself would 
somehow make Rankin incompatible with Kumano. In fact, in a broadcasting 
environment, translation on the fly, as taught by Kumano, would be all the more 
appropriate e.g. for a situation when an additional language that was not prerecorded 
and stored is requested by the user. 

5. The assertion on page 1 2 of the Remarks that "for text messages, the local 
device being a personal PDA, PC, or the like would not have such capability as part of 
the system contemplated by Rankin", in addition to having no support in Rankin or 
Kumano, also relies on features which are not claimed. Claims 9 and 1 1 simply require 
"real-time computer translation" and do not mention any local device. Further, Col 1 
lines 9-10 of Kumano recite "...translating natural language text from a first language to 
a second language using a computer". Rankin teaches the user terminal may be "a 
laptop PC" [0012] which would suggest that even if a local device performing real time 
translation were required by the claims, the local device of Rankin would have the 
capability. 

6. The remaining arguments on pages 9-12 are moot in view of the new grounds for 
rejection. 

Claim Objections 

7. In Claim 5 line 3, the examiner assumes "each person having respective 
identifiable locations" should be "each person having a respective identifiable location". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 13 recites the limitation "said common venue" in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For purposes of 
examination, the limitation will be interpreted as "a common venue". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 1 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of McCarten et al. (5,959,596). 

With respect to claim 1 , Rankin suggests a multi-language communication 
method for providing concurrently communications in at least one of a plurality of 
selectable languages from a source located at a venue to each of a plurality of persons 
having locations ([0029], a basestation beacon provides public address announcements 
in different user-terminal-selectable languages to transport beacons in identifiable 
geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user terminals suggests concurrent 
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communications with more than one terminal used by more than one passenger), and 
discloses: 

electronically providing to each of said persons at a location access to a plurality 
of language options ([0029], a basestation beacon communicates with transport 
beacons in geographic locations which offer different user-terminal-selectable 
languages, [0033], transmitting to user terminals); 

electronically receiving at said source from each of one or more of said persons 
in said venue an indication of a respective choice of language chosen by said 
respective person from said language options for said location ([0029] base station 
receives preference from user terminals in order to transmit information in user-terminal- 
selectable languages); 

Rankin suggests storing at said source said language choices in a database in 
conjunction with said locations ([0029], (user data and geographical positions are 
stored, which suggests that the chosen language is part of the user data and is also 
stored, since it is used for generating customized languages announcements, etc.); and 

Rankin discloses making said language choices accessible by one or more 
applications so that said applications can when operated selectively in said venue 
provide output to each respective person in the respective language choice at said 
location ([0029], public address, news announcements, and adverts are provided in the 
chosen language, [0033] in response to present geographical location). 

Rankin does not specifically mention each of a plurality of persons having 
respective identifiable locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in said 
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venue, and respective identifiable locations in said venue. 

McCarten discloses each of a plurality of persons having respective identifiable 
locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in a venue, and respective 
identifiable locations in a venue (Col 1 lines 44-46, a set of unique seat display units 
which are associated with each seat in the airplane). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin by providing communications in at least one 
of a plurality of selectable languages from a source located at a venue to each of a 
plurality of persons as taught by Rankin, having respective identifiable locations relative 
to other of said plurality of persons in said venue as taught by McCarten; electronically 
providing to each of said persons as taught by Rankin, at a respective identifiable 
location in said venue as taught by McCarten, access to a plurality of language options 
as taught by Rankin; electronically receiving at said source from each of one or more of 
said persons in said venue an indication of a respective choice of language chosen by 
said respective person from said language options as taught by Rankin, for said 
respective identifiable location in said venue as taught by McCarten; storing at said 
source said language choices in a database as suggested by Rankin, in conjunction 
with said respective identifiable locations in said venue taught by McCarten; and making 
said language choices accessible by one or more applications so that said applications 
can when operated selectively in said venue provide output to each respective person in 
the respective language choice as taught by Rankin, at said respective identifiable 
location in said venue taught by McCarten, in order to allow digital communications and 
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entertainment to be associated with substantially every seat in an airplane (McCarten 
Col 1 lines 5-9), thus avoiding the need for individual passengers to bring their own 
devices on board, as suggested by McCarten (Col 1 lines 17-20). Such a modification 
could be made by using the user terminals which are personal to the user taught by 
Rankin ([0012]) for each seat in the venue. 

With respect to claim 22, Rankin suggests a multi-language communication 
method for communicating concurrently with a plurality of passengers in a common 
venue in at least one of a plurality of selectable languages from a source in said 
common venue to each of said plurality of passengers having locations ([0029], a 
basestation beacon provides public address announcements in different user-terminal- 
selectable languages to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], 
transmitting to user terminals suggests concurrent communications with more than one 
terminal used by more than one passenger), comprising the following steps disclosed 
by Rankin: 

electronically providing to each of said passengers in said common venue 
access to a plurality of language options ([0029], a base station beacon communicates 
with transport beacons in geographic locations which offer different user-terminal- 
selectable languages, [0033], transmitting to user terminals); 

electronically receiving from each of one or more of said persons in said common 
venue an indication of a respective choice of language chosen by said respective 
person from said language options for delivery at a location ([0029] base station 
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receives preference from user terminals in order to transmit information in user-terminal- 
selectable languages); and 

providing to each of said passengers who has chosen a language access to 
content in his or her respective language of choice at a location in said common venue 
([0029], public address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], advertisements are 
delivered to each user terminal). 

Rankin does not specifically mention each of a plurality of persons having 
respective identifiable locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in said 
common venue, and respective identifiable locations in said common venue. 

McCarten discloses each of a plurality of persons having respective identifiable 
locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common venue, and 
respective identifiable locations in a common venue (Col 1 lines 44-46, a set of unique 
seat display units which are associated with each seat in the airplane). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin by communicating concurrently with a 
plurality of passengers in a common venue in at least one of a plurality of selectable 
languages from a source in said common venue to each of said plurality of passengers, 
as taught by Rankin, having respective identifiable locations relative to other of said 
plurality of persons in said common venue as taught by McCarten, by electronically 
providing to each of said passengers in said common venue access to a plurality of 
language; electronically receiving from each of one or more of said persons in said 
common venue an indication of a respective choice of language chosen by said 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,920 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2626 

respective person from said language options for delivery as taught by Rankin, at a 
respective identifiable location in said common venue as taught by McCarten; and 
providing to each of said passengers who has chosen a language access to content in 
his or her respective language of choice as taught by Rankin, at a respective identifiable 
location in said common venue as taught by McCarten, for reasons similar to those of 
claim 1. 

12. Claims 2-5, 7, 12, 13, 17, 20, 21, 23-26, and 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of McCarten et 
al. (5,959,596), in further view of Poch (5,152,003). 

With respect to claim 5, Rankin suggests a multi-language communication 
method for making an announcement concurrently in at least one of a plurality of 
selectable languages to a plurality of persons, each person having a location ([0029], a 
basestation beacon provides public address announcements in different user-terminal- 
selectable languages to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], 
transmitting to user terminals suggests concurrent communications with more than one 
terminal used by more than one passenger), and discloses: 

providing to each of said persons in said common venue electronic access to a 
plurality of language options ([0029], a basestation beacon communicates with 
transport beacons in geographic locations which offer different user-terminal-selectable 
languages, [0033], transmitting to user terminals); 
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receiving from each of one or more of said persons in said common venue an 
electronic indication of a respective choice of language chosen by said respective 
person from said language options ([0029] base station receives preference from user 
terminals in order to transmit information in user-terminal-selectable languages); 

electronically making said announcement in the form of a public announcement 
over a public address system in said common venue ([0029], public address or 
advertisements are provided in the chosen language); and 

electronically making said announcement available to each person in said 
common venue who has indicated a language choice in the form of a personal 
announcement over a respective personal address system in said respective language 
choice at said location ([0029], public address is provided in the chosen language, 
[0033], advertisements are delivered to each user terminal, so they are personally 
addressed); 

whereby a respective person who has chosen a language can access said 
personal announcement in their respective language choice by means of their 
respective personal address system ([0029], a basestation beacon provides public 
address announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages to transport 
beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user terminals). 

Rankin does not specifically mention each of a plurality of persons having 
respective identifiable locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common 
venue, and respective identifiable locations in a common venue. 

McCarten discloses each of a plurality of persons having respective identifiable 
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locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common venue, and 
respective identifiable locations in a common venue (Col 1 lines 44-46, a set of unique 
seat display units which are associated with each seat in the airplane). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin such that each of a plurality of persons has a 
respective identifiable location relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common 
venue, and such that the locations are respective identifiable locations in a common 
venue, for reasons similar to those of claim 1 . 

Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention a principal language. 

Poch discloses a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being 
associated with a message identification datum and translations). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten to include a principal 
language as taught by Poch, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a 
language not desired by a user. 

With respect to claim 13, Rankin discloses multi-language communication 
system for making an announcement to a plurality of persons in a common venue in at 
least one of a plurality of selectable languages from a source in said common venue to 
each of said plurality of persons at a location ([0029], a basestation beacon provides 
public address announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages to 
transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user 
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terminals), comprising: 

a database for storing a respective language choice of each of said persons on 
the basis of said location ([0029], user data and geographical positions are stored in 
storage which is a database since it stores associated data fields); 

a public address system for making said announcement in the form of a public 
announcement ([0029], public address or advertisements are provided in the chosen 
language); and 

a plurality of personal address systems, each for making said announcement 
available to a respective person in the form of a personal announcement in the 
respective language choice of that respective person at a location ([0029], public 
address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], advertisements are delivered to 
each user terminal, so they are personally addressed); 

a control system in said common venue operable to select each of said personal 
announcements on the basis of said public announcement and said language choices, 
and to direct select each of said personal announcements to the corresponding 
personal address system of each respective person at a location ([0029], a basestation 
beacon provides public address announcements in different user-terminal-selectable 
languages to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting 
to user terminals, thereby making it a personal announcement in the chosen language); 

whereby each of said persons can access said personal announcement in their 
respective language choice ([0033], transmitting to user terminals, thereby making it a 
personal announcement in the chosen language). 
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Rankin does not specifically mention each of a plurality of persons having 
respective identifiable locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common 
venue, and respective identifiable locations in a common venue. 

McCarten discloses each of a plurality of persons having respective identifiable 
locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common venue, and 
respective identifiable locations in a common venue (Col 1 lines 44-46, a set of unique 
seat display units which are associated with each seat in the airplane). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin such that each of a plurality of persons has a 
respective identifiable location relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common 
venue, and such that the locations are respective identifiable locations in a common 
venue, for reasons similar to those of claim 1 . 

Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention a principal language, and 
wherein said language choice of a respective person comprises said principal language 
where said person has not indicated a language choice. 

Poch discloses a principal language, and wherein said language choice of a 
respective person comprises said principal language where said person has not 
indicated a language choice (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being associated with 
a message identification datum and translations... receivers programmed to receive 
message in one language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten to include a principal 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,920 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2626 

language, and wherein said language choice of a respective person comprises said 
principal language where said person has not indicated a language choice, in order to 
avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired by a user. 

With respect to claim 26, Rankin suggests a multi-language communication 
system for communicating concurrently with a plurality of passengers in a common 
venue in at least one of a plurality of selectable languages from a source in said 
common venue to each of said plurality of passengers having locations ([0029], a 
basestation beacon provides public address announcements in different user-terminal- 
selectable languages to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], 
transmitting to user terminals suggests concurrent communications with more than one 
terminal used by more than one passenger), and discloses: 

Rankin suggests a database for storing a respective language choice of each of 
said passengers on the basis of said locations ([0029], user data (which suggests 
language choice) and geographical positions are stored which is a database since it 
stores associated data fields); 

Rankin further discloses a control system in said common venue operable to 
retrieve said language choices from said database and operable to provide each of said 
passengers with access to content in his or her respective language of choice ([0029], 
user data is stored in storage and retrieved for providing passengers content in 
respective language choices); 

a plurality of output devices ([0029] user terminals), each assigned to a 
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respective passenger for providing said content to said respective passenger in his or 
her respective language of choice or, at a location ([0029], personalized services and 
adverts suggests each passenger has a user terminal). 

McCarten discloses each of a plurality of persons having respective identifiable 
locations relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common venue, and 
respective identifiable locations in a common venue (Col 1 lines 44-46, a set of unique 
seat display units which are associated with each seat in the airplane). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin such that each of a plurality of persons has a 
respective identifiable location relative to other of said plurality of persons in a common 
venue, and such that the locations are respective identifiable locations in a common 
venue, for reasons similar to those of claim 1 . 

Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention if no language was chosen by a 
respective passenger, providing in a principal language. 

Poch discloses if no language was chosen by a respective passenger, providing 
in a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being associated with a 
message identification datum and translations... receivers programmed to receive 
message in one language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten such that if no language was 
chosen by a respective passenger, providing in a principal language, in order to avoid 
needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired by a user. 
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With respect to claim 2, Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention those 
of said persons who do not choose a language are assigned a language choice being a 
principal language. 

Poch discloses those of said persons who do not choose a language are 
assigned a language choice being a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one 
language being associated with a message identification datum and 
translations... receivers programmed to receive message in one language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten such that those of said 
persons who do not choose a language are assigned a language choice being a 
principal language as taught by Poch, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily 
translating into a language not desired by a user. 

With respect to claim 3, Rankin discloses said application is an announcement 
system for making an announcement in the form of a public announcement over a 
public address system ([0029], system provides public address announcements); and 

making said announcement available to each person who has indicated a 
language choice in the form of a personal announcement over a respective personal 
address system in said respective language choice ([0029], a basestation beacon 
provides public address announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages 
to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user 
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terminals, thereby making it a personal announcement in the chosen language); 

whereby a respective person who has chosen a language can access said 
personal announcement in their respective language choice by means of their 
respective personal address system ( [0033], transmitting to user terminals, thereby 
making it a personal announcement in the chosen language). 

Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention a principal language. 

Poch discloses a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being 
associated with a message identification datum and translations). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a principal language as taught by 
Poch, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired 
by a user. 

With respect to claim 4, Rankin discloses said application is an announcement 
system for making an announcement in the form of a public announcement by means of 
a public announcement system, wherein said announcement is presented by means of 
said public announcement system in at least each language choice ([0029], a 
basestation beacon provides public address announcements in different user-terminal- 
selectable languages, so the announcement will be made in each chosen language). 

With respect to claim 7, Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention said 
personal announcement comprises a prerecorded audio translation of said 
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announcement in the respective language choice of a respective person, played over 
one or more personal loudspeakers located proximate said respective person. 

Poch discloses a personal announcement comprises a prerecorded audio 
translation of an announcement in a respective language choice of a respective person, 
played over one or more personal loudspeakers located proximate said respective 
person (Fig 2, Speaker, Col 3 lines 65-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten such that a personal 
announcement comprises a prerecorded audio translation of an announcement in a 
respective language choice of a respective person, played over one or more personal 
loudspeakers located proximate said respective person, in order to provide easy access 
for retrieval of the messages, as suggested by Poch (Col 4 lines 3-5). 

With respect to claim 12, Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention 
making said announcement available to each of said persons who has not indicated a 
language choice in the form of a personal announcement over a personal address 
system in said principal language. 

Poch discloses making said announcement available to each of said persons 
who has not indicated a language choice in the form of a personal announcement over 
a personal address system in said principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one 
language being associated with a message identification datum and 
translations... receivers programmed to receive message in one language). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten by making said 
announcement available to each of said persons who has not indicated a language 
choice in the form of a personal announcement over a personal address system in said 
principal language, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language 
not desired by a user. 

With respect to claim 17, Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention a 
prerecorded audio translation of the announcement in each available language choice, 
and is configured to play the appropriate audio translation corresponding to the 
respective language choice of a respective person over one or more personal 
loudspeakers located proximate said respective person. 

Poch discloses a prerecorded audio translation of the announcement in each 
available language choice, and is configured to play the appropriate audio translation 
corresponding to the respective language choice of a respective person over one or 
more personal loudspeakers located proximate said respective person (Fig 2, Speaker, 
Col 3 lines 65-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten such that a prerecorded audio 
translation of the announcement in each available language choice, and is configured to 
play the appropriate audio translation corresponding to the respective language choice 
of a respective person over one or more personal loudspeakers located proximate said 
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respective person, in order to provide easy access for retrieval of the messages, as 
suggested by Poch (Col 4 lines 3-5). 

With respect to claim 20, Rankin does not specifically mention a console having 
a display and a data entry device for each of said persons for providing said language 
options to each of said persons and to allow each respective person to select said 
language option. 

McCarten discloses a console having a display and a data entry device for each 
of said persons for providing said language options to each of said persons and to allow 
each respective person to select said language option (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a console having a display and a 
data entry device for each of said persons for providing said language options to each 
of said persons and to allow each respective person to select said language option, in 
order to provide for applications such as gaming and data processing, as suggested by 
McCarten (Col 1 lines 18-22). 

With respect to claim 21 , Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention a 
console having a display and a data entry device for each of said persons, each of said 
consoles providing access to a plurality of predefined service request options, so that 
each of said persons can request the corresponding service by means of said console. 

McCarten discloses a console having a display and a data entry device for each 
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of said persons, each of said consoles providing access to a plurality of predefined 
service request options, so that each of said persons can request the corresponding 
service by means of said console (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a console having a display and a 
data entry device for each of said persons, each of said consoles providing access to a 
plurality of predefined service request options, so that each of said persons can request 
the corresponding service by means of said console, for reasons similar to those of 
claim 20. 

With respect to claim 23, Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention 
providing to each of said passengers who has not chosen a language access to content 
in a principal language. 

Poch discloses providing to each of said passengers who has not chosen a 
language access to content in a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language 
being associated with a message identification datum and translations... receivers 
programmed to receive message in one language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin by providing to each of said passengers who 
has not chosen a language access to content in a principal language, as taught by 
Poch, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired 
by a user. 
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With respect to claim 24, Rankin discloses said content comprises promotional 
material ([0029], adverts are provided). 

With respect to claim 25, Rankin discloses providing at least one announcement 
to each of said passengers by means of a personal address system, wherein said 
announcement is in the respective language of choice of each passenger ([0033], 
transmitting to user terminals, thereby making it a personal announcement in the 
chosen language). 

With respect to claim 28, Rankin suggests said output device is a display, an 
audio output device, or both a display and an audio output device ([0033], advertising 
material, e.g. has to be either auditory or visual, [0003], PDAs and Laptops contain 
audio and video output devices). 

With respect to claim 29, Rankin suggests said announcement comprises visual 
material displayable for each respective passenger on a display assigned to that 
respective passenger device ([0003], PDAs and Laptops contain video output devices). 

With respect to claim 30, Rankin suggests said announcement comprises an 
audio announcement directed for each respective passenger to an audio output 
assigned to that respective passenger, whereby each passenger can listen to said 
announcement ([0033], advertising material, e.g. has to be either auditory or visual, 
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[0003], PDAs and Laptops contain audio output devices). 

With respect to claim 31 , Rankin discloses a public address system for making 
said announcement in the form of a public announcement to said passengers ([0029], a 
basestation beacon provides public address announcements). 

Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention a principal language. 

Poch discloses a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being 
associated with a message identification datum and translations). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten to include a principal 
language, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not 
desired by a user. 

1 3. Claims 6, 16, 27, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of McCarten et al. (5,959,596), 
in further view of Poch (5,152,003), in further view of Li etal. (6,205,418). 

With respect to claims 6, 16, and 27, Rankin, McCarten, and Poch do not 
specifically mention making said respective language choices accessible by an 
attendant so that said attendant can anticipate the language needs of a respective 
person. 

Li discloses making said respective language choices accessible by an attendant 
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so that said attendant can anticipate the language needs of a respective person 
(Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin, McCarten, and Poch by making said 
respective language choices accessible by an attendant so that said attendant can 
anticipate the language needs of a respective person, as taught by Li, in order to 
increase marketability in the international sector, as suggested by Li (Col 1 lines 13- 
15). 

With respect to claim 32, Rankin, McCarten, and Poch do not specifically 
mention the system is operable to receive said language choices from an operator who 
has received the respective language choices from one or more of the passengers. 

Li discloses the system is operable to receive said language choices from an 
operator who has received the respective language choices (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin, McCarten, and Poch such that the system is 
operable to receive said language choices from an operator who has received the 
respective language choices, as taught by Li, for reasons similar to those of claim 6. 

14. Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of McCarten et al. (5,959,596), in further view of 
Poch (5,1 52,003), in further view of Glenn (6,434,51 8). 
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With respect to claim 8, Rankin discloses a personal announcement ([0029], 
public address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], advertisements are 
delivered to each user terminal, so they are personally addressed). 

Rankin and McCarten do not specifically mention a prerecorded audio translation 
in the language choice of a respective person. 

Poch discloses a prerecorded audio translation in the language choice of a 
respective person (Col 3 lines 65-66, Col 4 lines 31-37). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten to include a prerecorded 
audio translation in the language choice of a respective person, in order to provide the 
information in a language the user understands, as suggested by Poch (Col 4 lines 35- 
37), which could have advantages such as easy access, as suggested by Poch (Col 3-4 
lines 65-5). 

Rankin, McCarten and Poch do not specifically mention the personal 
announcement is accessible by means of a headphone or ear-piece output allocated to 
said respective person, whereby said respective person can access said personal 
announcement by means of a headset connected to said output. 

Glenn discloses a message is accessible by means of a headphone or ear-piece 
output allocated to a respective person, whereby a respective person can access said 
personal announcement by means of a headset connected to said output (Col 3 lines 
40-42). 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,920 Page 26 

Art Unit: 2626 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin, McCarten, and Poch such that the personal 
announcement is accessible by means of a headphone or ear-piece output allocated to 
said respective person, whereby said respective person can access said personal 
announcement by means of a headset connected to said output, in order to avoid 
disturbing others by using loudspeakers. 

With respect to claim 10, Rankin discloses a personal announcement ([0029], 
public address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], advertisements are 
delivered to each user terminal, so they are personally addressed). 

Rankin, McCarten, and Poch do not specifically mention said personal 
announcement comprises a prerecorded text translation of said announcement in the 
language choice of a respective person, accessible by means of a display allocated to 
said respective person, whereby said respective person can read said personal 
announcement on said display. 

Glenn discloses a message comprises a prerecorded text translation of the 
message in the language choice of a respective person, accessible by means of a 
display allocated to said respective person, whereby said respective person can read 
said message on said display (Fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin, McCarten, and Poch such that said 
personal announcement comprises a prerecorded text translation of said announcement 
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in the language choice of a respective person, accessible by means of a display 
allocated to said respective person, whereby said respective person can read said 
personal announcement on said display, in order to avoid disturbing others by using 
loudspeakers. 

15. Claims 9, 11, 14, 15, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of McCarten et al. (5,959,596), 
in further view of Poch (5,1 52,003), in further view of Kumano (5,978,754). 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 19, Rankin discloses forming a personal 
announcement ([0029], public address or advertisements are provided in the chosen 
language). 

Rankin, McCarten, and Poch do not specifically mention real-time translation of a 
text announcement and making said personal announcement accessible by means of a 
display allocated to said respective person, whereby said respective person can read 
said personal announcement on said display. 

Kumano discloses textual real-time translation, (Col 5 lines 25-30), and making 
the translation accessible by means of a display, whereby a person can read the 
translation on said display (Fig 1, translated sentence display section 107). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin, McCarten, and Poch such that said 
announcement is a text announcement and said method includes translating said 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,920 Page 28 

Art Unit: 2626 

announcement by real-time computer translation into the respective language choice of 
a respective person to form said personal announcement, and making said personal 
announcement accessible by means of a display allocated to said respective person, 
whereby said respective person can read said personal announcement on said display, 
as taught by Kumano, in order to avoid storing translations in advance. 

With respect to claim 14, Rankin, McCarten, and Poch do not specifically 
mention a real-time translation module for providing any one or more of: text to text, text 
to voice, voice to voice, and voice to text real- time translation, so that said system can 
provide real-time translations of said announcement. 

Kumano discloses a real-time translation module for providing text to text real- 
time translation (Col 5 lines 25-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin, McCarten, and Poch to include a real-time 
translation module for providing text to text real- time translation, for reasons similar to 
those of claim 1 1 . 

With respect to claim 15, Rankin, McCarten, and Poch do not specifically 
mention said module comprises a server provided with real-time translation software. 

Kumano discloses a module comprises a server provided with real-time 
translation software (Fig 1, Col 5 lines 25-30). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin, McCarten, and Poch such that a module 
comprises a server provided with real-time translation software, for reasons similar to 
those of claim 1 1 . 

With respect to claims 9 and 18, Rankin and McCarten do not specifically 
mention a personal announcement comprises a prerecorded audio translation of an 
announcement in a respective language choice of a respective person, played over one 
or more personal loudspeakers located proximate said respective person. 

Poch discloses a personal announcement comprises a prerecorded audio 
translation of an announcement in a respective language choice of a respective person, 
played over one or more personal loudspeakers located proximate said respective 
person (Fig 2, Speaker, Col 3 lines 65-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and McCarten such that a personal 
announcement comprises a prerecorded audio translation of an announcement in a 
respective language choice of a respective person, played over one or more personal 
loudspeakers located proximate said respective person, in order to provide easy access 
for retrieval of the messages, as suggested by Poch (Col 4 lines 3-5). 

Rankin, McCarten, and Poch do not specifically mention a real-time translation 
module. 

Kumano discloses a real-time translation module (Col 5 lines 25-30). 
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It would have been further obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the invention of Rankin, McCarten, and Poch to include a real- 
time translation module, in order to translate messages that are not stored in memory. 

Conclusion 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jesse Pullias whose telephone number is 
571/270-5135. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

1 7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571/272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571/270-6135. 

18. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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